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JIM Fimming. wing Cwres and operabes The Hamsion House Sod & Broakiast in Whilwwabe:s with his wife Kathia. asamenes one of several

tunred opanings Erat wana Duilt Delaw the hame.

A twisting, turning story about the past of a house built in Whitewater almost 150 years ago.

istory is objective. Hislory is
subjective,

The highest reguard is given
Lo primary sources of histor -
cal facts that can be touched
or the written words of a per-
son who was there

Secondary sources are valu-
able, but not gquite as convinoing for critical
historians and liclude such things as stories
handed down from one generatlon Lo Lthe
next. A secondary source can become a pri-
mary source of historical fact if an interested
researcher pults them together

Much of our history was discovered in this
order Tt has happened a million times

Make that a million and one

Jim and Kathie Fleming, owners and op-
erators of The Hamilton House Bed A Break-
fast in Whitewnater, have put the secondary
sources of the house's oral history togelLher
with the primary sources of visual fact and

By Donna Lenz Wright
Photography by Terry Mayer

hnigh Lechnulogy to discover that the second-

ary sources were right all along
It has been long rumored that secret pas-
sageways and tunnels e within and under-

Soame think the tunnels below the Hamilton
House in Whitewater were bullt as part of
the Underground Railroad

neath the house on Maln Btreet, among olh-
ers in town. Due Lo the recent and extensive
renovations that they have performed sinoe
purchasing the house ln September 2000, the
National Park Service has expressed o great
interest in the house. The tunnels are there;
secrel passageways—there; hidden rooms
there

The Flemings were gracious enough to let
‘r'ne week have full necess Lo their breath-
taking Second Empire Mansion bullt in 1861,
which is listed in the National Reglstry ol
Historle Hormes. The tour was complete with
a full account of everything they've learned
since they mowved in.

There are several theories as to how the
tunnels came Lo be bullt and what they were
used for Because the house was bullt im 1861,
which is the period when the Underground
Railroad was thriving throughout the north

See TUNNELS on PAGE BA









